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The 15th Annual International Conference of the Comparative Education Society of India
(CESI) was held from 5 to 7 December 2025 at Miranda House, University of Delhi. Hosted
jointly by the Institute of Home Economics, Miranda House, and Gargi College, University of
Delhi, the conference brought together academics, researchers, teacher educators,
practitioners, and policy thinkers from across India and abroad to deliberate on the

interconnections between education, democracy, and the public sphere.

The conference theme responded to contemporary challenges posed by neoliberalism,
privatisation, technological transformations, identity politics, and growing social
inequalities. Drawing from diverse theoretical traditions and empirical contexts, the
conference sought to reimagine education as a critical site for sustaining democratic values

and fostering inclusive public life.
Inaugural Ceremony

The inaugural ceremony was held on 5 December 2025. The programme began with the
ceremonial lighting of the lamp followed by the felicitation of dignitaries. Prof. Bijayalaxmi
Nanda, Principal of Miranda House, delivered the Welcome Address, highlighting the
importance of critical learning and collective academic engagement. This was followed by
remarks from Prof. Radhika Bakshi, Director, Institute of Home Economics, and Prof.

Vandana Luthra, Acting Principal, Gargi College.



Dr. Vijitha Rajan, General Secretary of CESI, introduced the Society and reflected on its role
as a critical intellectual space in education. Mr. Chetan Anand, EC Member of CESI,
presented the conference theme, drawing on thinkers such as Habermas, Dewey, and
Nussbaum to highlight the tensions between education for democracy and education for

economic growth.

The Presidential Address by Prof. Jyoti Dalal emphasized the role of schooling in nurturing
democratic sensibilities that engage meaningfully with the public sphere. The Keynote
Address by renowned political scientist formerly with JNU, Prof. Gurpreet Mahajan, focused
on democratic virtues and education, critiquing the dominance of technical rationality and
underscoring the need for critical thinking and meaningful socialization in educational
institutions. The session was chaired by Prof. Shivali Tukdeo who offered valuable insights

and comments towards further discussion.

The ceremony concluded with a Vote of Thanks by Dr. Swarn Lata Sah, Convenor of the

Conference Organizing Committee.
Special Plenary on Delhi

A special plenary session on “Education in the Urban Margins of Delhi” was held on 5
December 2025. Prof. Geetha B. Nambissan spoke on displacement, spatial inequality, and
schooling in the city’s informal settlements. Prof. Farah Farooqi discussed educational
experiences in segregated neighbourhoods such as Shaheen Bagh, highlighting issues of
cultural exclusion. Dr. Divya Vaid examined class, gender, and social mobility through
quantitative analysis as well as lived experiences of people themselves. The session was
chaired by Dr. Manish Jain, who synthesized the discussions and emphasized policy

implications.
Conference Sessions

The academic programme of CESI 2025 was organized through the Research Interest
Groups (RIGs) of the Society and unfolded over three days through a dense schedule of
parallel technical sessions, invited panels, and proposed panels. A total of 74 technical
sessions with 287 paper presentations were conducted, reflecting the breadth and diversity

of contemporary comparative and critical education research.



Sessions were thematically clustered to allow sustained engagement with key concerns
emerging from the conference theme. Several sessions examined education and democracy
through the lenses of citizenship, public reason, resistance, and social movements, while
others focused on the changing relationship between the state, market, and civil society in
education governance, financing, and regulation. A considerable number of papers
addressed higher education, exploring stratification, access, privatization, academic labour,
and the political economy of knowledge production. Strong engagement was also seen in
sessions on curriculum, pedagogy, and classroom practices, including discussions on critical
pedagogy, foundational literacy and numeracy, science and mathematics education,
multilingual classrooms, and the role of teachers and teacher education. Questions of
language, identity, power, arts, and culture featured prominently, highlighting the cultural

and political dimensions of schooling in diverse contexts of the global South.

Emerging and urgent concerns were taken up in sessions on education technology, artificial
intelligence, and digital inequalities, as well as climate change, sustainability, and urban
education. Several panels foregrounded gendered experiences, caste, class, religion, and
marginality, offering intersectional analyses of educational access and participation.
Methodological reflections on comparative research in education, decolonial approaches,

and internationalization further enriched the discussions.

Across sessions, participants drew empirical research, theoretical debates, and practitioner
experiences, enabling dialogue across disciplines and contexts. The RIG-based structure
facilitated focused conversations while also allowing cross-cutting engagement with the
overarching theme of education’s role in shaping and sustaining the public sphere and
democratic life. Collectively, the conference sessions underscored CESI’s commitment to

critical, inclusive, and socially grounded educational scholarship.
Valedictory Ceremony

The valedictory session featured welcome address and conference report presented by Dr.
Suvasini Iyer on behalf of Dr. Monica Gupta, Convener, Conference Organising Committee.
The Valedictory Address was delivered by eminent economist of education from JNU, Prof.
Soumen Chattopadhyay, who critically examined higher education within the changing
political economy and the production of neoliberal subjectivities. Prof. Varghese,

Distinguished Visiting Professor, IIT Bombay, chaired the session and reflected on historical



and contemporary challenges in higher education. The session concluded with a Vote of
Thanks by Dr. Shashi Shukla, Organizing Secretary, CESI 2025 and Dr. Vijitha Rajan, General
Secretary, CESIL.

Conclusion

The 15th CESI Conference provided a rich platform for critical dialogue on education’s role
in sustaining democratic public life. Through keynote lectures, plenaries, and parallel
sessions, the conference fostered meaningful engagement with pressing educational
concerns and reaffirmed CESI’s commitment to inclusive, reflective, and socially responsive

educational scholarship.



